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Introduction 


he best stories are those which one can 
read again and again and never be- 
come tired of. They are those which 
many different people can tell and 
always find new ways of telling, and 
find new and fascinating details in them. The 
best stories are true. 

The story of the Prophet (saas) and his da'wah, 
his emigration, the battles and the victory of the 
Muslims is one of the greatest stories ever told, 
and what is more it is history. Thousands of 
men, women and children were there and told all 
the parts of the tale to the people who came later 
and to their own children. If anyone told a lie 
about it they would correct it, and if someone 
forgot a part they would remind them. In this 
way these events have reached us today as fresh 
as if they only happened yesterday. 

Sometimes we know more about this history 
than we do about the Battle of Waterloo or the 
First World War. Even if we were Martians who 
had come to earth to study its civilisations we 
would have to say that this story of the birth of 
Islam is the most important single event that ever 
happened on earth. But we are not Martians and 
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we know much more about this history than a 
Martian ever could. We know that it is about 
Allah's revelation to the Messenger of Allah (saas) 
of a message for all of mankind until the end of 
time. 

We know that this message has something not 
only for Turks, Pakistanis and Arabs, but for 
Germans, Irish and Chinese. It is not only about 
something which happened, but a story that 
shows us how we can act today. It is a story 
about real people in the real world, winning and 
losing battles, doing the right things and making 
mistakes, and a story of Allah's guiding the Mus- 
lims. 

For evermore, the Muslims can look at any 
situation they face and say, for example, “This 
situation is just like the time at the Battle of 
Badr when a tiny group of poor Muslim warriors 
faced a huge body of well-armed disbelievers,” 
and we know of course that that tiny body of 
Muslims defeated a much bigger army of kafirun. 
We know that we can do the same if Allah helps 
us, and that Allah always helps the Muslims 
when they are true to Him. 

The story we are going to look at is one of the 
most important parts of the history of the Pro- 
phet (saas). Allah called it a “Clear Victory” in the 
Qur'an, although no one fought, no one was 
killed, and indeed the Muslims didn't understand 
at the time that it was a victory. It is called the 
“Treaty of Hudaybiyyah”. It began, in the year 6 
AH, with a dream. 
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Allah mee. generous to him. When he was hold- 
g the knife to the throat of his son to sacrifice 

rats m WAllah revealed to him that he had fulfilled 
~ the dream. Allah gave him a ram to sacrifice 
instead of his son. That is now celebrated as a 
part of the Eid al-Adha all around the world. 

Similarly, the Prophet Muhammad (saas) used 
to see visions in his sleep, before the Qur'an was 
revealed. He sometimes saw such dreams after 
the Qur’an was revealed as well, and this story 
begins with one such dream. 

The Muslims had fought several battles re | 
the kafirun, the first being the Battle of Badr — 
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their leading enemies in the battle, and taken a 
good number of others captive. They demanded 
ransoms for the captives which their tribes and 
families had to pay in order to have them re- 
turned to them. 

One of the men captured at this battle was 
Suhayl ibn ‘Amr who was very fiercely opposed to 
Islam. Suhayl had a split lower lip. He had said 
such bad things about the Prophet (saas) that 
‘Umar said, “Let me pull out his two front teeth; 
his tongue will stick out and he will never be able 
to speak against you again.” 

The Messenger (saas) said, “I will not mutilate 
him, otherwise Allah would mutilate me even 
though I am a prophet.” Then he added, “Perhaps 
he will take a stand for which you will not blame 
him.” 

After that battle the people of Makkah wanted 
revenge, and came again to attack Madinah. The 
Muslims fought them at Uhud, a mountain on 
the edges of Madinah. 

This was a great victory for the Muslims up 
until the point when some archers, whom the 
Prophet (saas) had placed to guard the rear of the 
army, deserted their posts. They were afraid to 
miss their share of the spoils of battle. 

No other prophet was allowed to take and use 
the spoils of battle and we are the first commu- 
nity which are permitted them. However, in this 
case anxiety and greed caused a terrible defeat 
for the Muslims. Khalid ibn al-Walid, who was 
not yet a Muslim, led a cavalry charge around 
behind the Muslims. He reversed the whole direc- 
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tion of the battle. Many warriors were killed, and 
the Prophet (sass) was wounded. Yet the Muslim 
army survived and Madinah was safe. 

Then the kafirun assembled a great army -a 
confederation of all the tribes of Makkah and 
many from the desert — to attack Madinah. As 
well as that they connived with the Jews of Madi- 


nah to betray the Muslims. The Jews had made a 


sole an treaty with the Messenger of Allah (saas) 
: 1e Muslims. Nevertheless that attack on 
Madinal failed. The Muslims, with the advice of 


Sal a0 ol ee built a sate trench which the 


of cloth which pilgrim men wear for the 


‘Umrah and Hajj. Like his ancestor, Ibrahim (as), 
he set out to fulfil the dream. 


This was in the middle of a deadly war waged 
by the people of Makkah against the Muslims. To 
perform the ‘Umrah as the Messenger of Allah 
(saas) wanted meant that they had to dress for 
pilgrimage. They also travelled with animals 
ready to sacrifice. However they were without 
armour or chain mail to protect against arrows 
and swords, and without the usual weapons of 
battle or battle horses. The only weapons they 
took were those they could sheathe, their swords 
and bows and arrows without which men would 
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never travel. That was the situation of the Mus- 
lims. 

As for the people of Makkah, they were proud 
arrogant kafirun, yet they too were the descend- 
ants of Ibrahim (as). They were bound to honour 
and protect all who came to the Ka’bah for wor- 
ship. ‘Umrah is the lesser pilgrimage which can 
be performed at any hour of day or night at any 
time of year. Yet perhaps it was too much to ex- 
pect that they would allow people whom they had 
fought for years to perform ‘Umrah. They had 
killed many Muslims and the Muslims had killed 
many of their own fathers, sons, uncles and 
brothers. 

This was a very real risk which the Muslims 
ran. They only ran such risks because they were 
led by a Messenger of Allah (saas) who received 
revelation from Allah. They only ran such risks 
because they struggled for the sake of Allah and 
to establish His deen on earth, and not for wealth 
or success in the world. 

Some horsemen came out from Makkah to try 
and prevent their entry. Khalid ibn al-Walid, who 
had done so much damage to the Muslims at 
Uhud, was among them. The Prophet (saas) asked 
if anyone knew a route to avoid them. A man 
took them by a rough and stony way which was 
very difficult for the Muslims but which skirted 
around the enemy. When the cavalry saw that 
the Muslims had managed to avoid them they 
returned to the main body of Quraysh. 

They arrived at Hudaybiyyah, a well not far 
from Makkah. The area around Hudaybiyyah is 
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The Miracle of the 
Well 


owever, there was no water in the 
well at that time. The Muslims did 
not want to camp there. It is said 
that there were 1,400 men and that 
the well could not provide water for 
fifty sheep. One of the companions said, “We 
crowded around it and did not leave a drop in it. 
Then the Messenger of Allah (saas) sat down be- 
side it.” 
He (saas) brought out an arrow from his quiver 
and placed it in the bottom of the waterless well 
and the people received so much water that they 


later turned it into a regular water-hole for animals. 


There are many stories of miracles of the Pro- 
phet (saas) like this one. Sometimes there are 
many accounts of one particular miracle from 
many different companions who were all present 
at it, so that there can be no doubt that it really 
did happen. 

Many of the miracles related about him are 
known to. be definitely true, e.g. the story of the 
flowing of water when there had not been any 
which happened on a number of different occa- 
sions when there were large numbers of people 
there. Similarly there are a number of occasions 


12 


(oededjeded ede adel, ed ed ed ee eDeleN( 0122) ele) (ede) 1ed (2) e512) ie) e)(NteVteNe) (ele) el te) (el ted ed edies e1e)(elreDie (ele (el eve ace ia iw resrenvian| 


relelreyelelreleleralrelarera 


CeepeasoaTr 


TAT AAT ATI 


Aeleleieseyes 


y 


: 
: 
: 
iS 


miTwovceeeowoweres 


— ae waves 2 pT Aaeajeysehelsaelfel fetaferreye NeTfelpelpeleledreled el pelelred el elpelredeliel elrelelyalpel rely 
= oper wIeswee ie — ~ — 


bel elfed ele ged eDiel pel el el fed peV fed peN tet e3 2 feb sel Del eS el eV el eI eH Tel fel TIMI rg 5 


The Miracle of the Well | | 


when by his blessing a small amount of food 

becoming larger and fed many people. 

Many reliable people related these things from a 
great number of Companions. Among them are 
things that have been universally related directly 
from a group of the greatest Companions. Exam- 
ples of that were when many of them were gath- 
ered together on the Day of the Trench which we 
have already mentioned, the ‘Umrah of Hudaybiy- 
yah at which we are looking now, the raid on 
Tabuk which happened later, and other times 
when armies of Muslims were assembled together. 

None of these Companions contradicted anyone 
who narrated a hadith about these miracles. 
They did not object to any of the statements 
people said they had made. The fact that they 
remained silent is as powerful as if they had 
spoken, because they would never remain silent 
about something that was untrue and they were 
not yes-men. 

Desire for something, which they might have 
been afraid to lose if they had spoken, would not 
have prevented them from speaking the truth. 
Fear of anything, that might have happened to 
them if they spoke the truth, would not have 
stopped them. If they heard something that was 
not generally known to be true and which they 
did not know, they would reject it. Some of them 
did reject things which other companions related 
regarding Islam, because they knew that they 
were mistaken. 

If anyone studies these events he will not be 
able to doubt the truth of these famous stories. 
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hen the Messenger of Allah (saas) 

had rested, a man called Budayl 

ibn Warqa’ al-Khuza'i came to 

him with some other men from 

Khuza’ah and asked him why he 
had come. Some of the tribe of Khuza’ah were 
Muslims and some were not, but they were all in 
the confidence of the Messenger of Allah (saas). 
They kept him informed of what happened in 
Makkah. 

The Prophet (saas) told them that he had not 
come for war but to perform the ‘Umrah. These 
men went back to Quraysh and told them what 
he had said. 

However Quraysh were suspicious of them and 
spoke roughly and rudely to them. They said, “He 
may have come not wanting war but by Allah he 
shall never come here against our will, nor shall 
the Arabs ever say that we allowed it.” 

What other people thought about them was very 
important to them, whereas one of the qualities 
of the Muslim is not to fear the blame of anyone 
when he does something for the sake of Allah. 

Then Quraysh sent a man called Mikraz ibn 
Hafs as their messenger. The Prophet (saas) said 
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the same to him as he had to the other 
back and told it to Quraysh. 

Then Quraysh sent another man either called 
al-Hulays ibn ‘Alqamah or Ibn Zabban one of the 
clan Bani al-Harith of the tribe of Kinanah. He 
was leader of a body of troops from different 
tribes. Kinanah were a bedouin tribe and so not 
greatly respected by the aristocratic Quraysh. 
But this man used to worship Allah sincerely 
even though he was not yet a Muslim. 

When the Prophet (saas) saw him coming he 
said, “He is one of the devout people, so send the 
sacrificial animals to meet him so that he can see 
them.” Hulays was very moved when the animals 
came past him. They were all branded, wearing 
collars and draped with cloths in the way of ani- 
mals which are dedicated to be sacrificed. He 
Knew right away that the Muslims had only come 
to perform the ‘Umrah. 

Al-Hulays did not come any further to meet the 
Prophet but went right back to Makkah to tell 
Quraysh. When he did tell them, they said, “Sit ; 
down! You are only an utterly ignorant Bedouin! 

Al-Hulays was furious. He said to them, “You 
men of Quraysh! It was not for this reason that 
we made an alliance and agreement with you. Is 
a man who comes to honour the House of AllaR 
to be kept away from it? By the One in whose 
hand is my self, either you let Muhammad an ; 
what he has come to do or I shall take away 
troops to the very last man.” 

Quraysh said to him, “Be quiet, Hula : 
we get acceptable terms for ourselves.” It W 
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appear from this remark of theirs that Quraysh 
were ready to negotiate. 
Then they sent ‘Urwah ibn Mas’ud, a man from 


Thagif who were the main tribe of the city of Ta’if, 


to the Messenger of Allah (saas). ‘Urwah was a 
noble whose mother was from Quraysh and so 
they trusted him better than they did their other 
messengers. 

He went to the Messenger (saas) and said, “Qu- 
raysh have come out ... swearing that you shall 
never enter Makkah by force. By Allah I think 
that I see you deserted by these people tomor- 
row.” 


| Abu Bakr (ra), who was sitting behind the Pro- 


_ phet (saas), said, “Suck al-Lat’s nipples! Would we 
_ desert him?” Al-Lat was a female idol which Qu- 
| _ raysh worshipped. ‘Urwah asked who it was that 


had spoken and when he was told that it was 
Abu Bakr, he said, “By Allah, if I did not owe you 


_a favour I would pay you back for that, but now 


we are quits.” 

‘Urwah began to take hold of the beard of the 
Prophet (saas) as they talked together. Al-Mughi- 
rah ibn Shu’bah was standing by the Messenger 
of Allah. He hit ‘Urwah’s hand and told him, 
“Take your hand away from the Messenger’s face 
before you lose it.” 

‘Urwah said, “Confound you! How rude you 
are!” He asked who it was and the Messenger 
(saas) smiled and told him that it was his broth- 
er’s son al-Mughirah. 

‘Urwah said to al-Mughirah, “Wretch, it was 
only yesterday that I washed your dirty pants.” 
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Before he was a Muslim al-Mughirah had killed 
thirteen men of Bani Malik of Thagif. The two 
clans of Thagqif had then fought each other: Bani 
Malik, the family of the dead men, and the family 
of al-Mughirah. ‘Urwah had paid the blood 
money for the dead men and peace had been 
restored. That was what ‘Urwah had meant. 

The Messenger of Allah (saas) told him just the 
same thing he had told the others. 

‘Urwah went back to Quraysh and said to them, 
“I have been to Chosroes in his kingdom (the 
Persian Empire), and to Caesar in his kingdom 
(the Byzantine Empire of what was then Con- 
stantinople and is now Istanbul) and to the Ne- 
gus in his kingdom (the Christian African king- 
dom of Ethiopia), but I have never seen a king 
among his people like Muhammad among his 
companions. I have seen a people who will never 
abandon him for any reason. So make up your 
own minds.” He had seen them run to get the 
water he (saas) had used when he performed 
wudu, if he had spat they ran to it, and if a hair 
fell from his head they ran to pick it up. 

The Messenger of Allah (Saas) sent Khirash ibn 
Umayyah from the tribe of Khuza’ah to Makkah. 
He sent him on one of his own camels called ath- 
Tha'‘lab. Quraysh hamstrung the camel and tried 
to kill the man. The troops protected him and 
allowed him to go and so he returned to the Mes- 
senger (saas). 
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appear from this remark of theirs that Quraysh 
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messengers. 
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||  raysh have come out ... swearing that you shall 
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| that! see you deserted by these people tomor- 
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_ desert him?” Al-Lat was a female idol which Qu- 
- raysh worshipped. ‘Urwah asked who it was that 

had spoken and when he was told that it was 

_ Abu Bakr, he said, “By Allah, if I did not owe you 
a favour I would pay you back for that, but now 

_ we are quits.” 

‘Urwah began to take hold of the beard of the 
Prophet (saas) as they talked together. Al-Mughi- 
rah ibn Shu’bah was standing by the Messenger 
of Allah. He hit ‘Urwah’s hand and told him, 
“Take your hand away from the Messenger’s face 
before you lose it.” 

‘Urwah said, “Confound you! How rude you 
Is are!” He asked who it was and the Messenger 
si (saas) smiled and told him that it was his broth- 
er’s son al-Mughirah. 

‘Urwah said to al-Mughirah, “Wretch, it was 
only yesterday that I washed your dirty pants.” 
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The Messengers of Quraysh 


Before he was a Muslim al-Mughirah had killed 
thirteen men of Bani Malik of Thagif. The two 
clans of Thaqif had then fought each other: Bani 
Malik, the family of the dead men, and the family 
of al-Mughirah. ‘Urwah had paid the blood 
money for the dead men and peace had been 
restored. That was what ‘Urwah had meant. 

The Messenger of Allah (saas) told him just the 
same thing he had told the others. 

‘Urwah went back to Quraysh and said to them, 
“I have been to Chosroes in his kingdom (the 
Persian Empire), and to Caesar in his kingdom 
(the Byzantine Empire of what was then Con- 
stantinople and is now Istanbul) and to the Ne- 
gus in his kingdom (the Christian African king- 
dom of Ethiopia), but I have never seen a king 
among his people like Muhammad among his 
companions. I have seen a people who will never 
abandon him for any reason. So make up your 
own minds.” He had seen them run to get the 
water he (saas) had used when he performed 
wudu, if he had spat they ran to it, and if a hair 
fell from his head they ran to pick it up. 

The Messenger of Allah (saas) sent Khirash ibn 
Umayyah from the tribe of Khuza’ah to Makkah. 
He sent him on one of his own camels called ath- 
Tha'lab. Quraysh hamstrung the camel and tried 
to kill the man. The troops protected him and 
allowed him to go and so he returned to the Mes- 
senger (SAAS). 
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The Pledge of 
Allegiance of Ridwan 


he Muslims thought that ‘Uthman had 

been killed. The Messenger of Allah 

(sass) summoned them to pledge alle- 

giance to him that they would fight 

the kuffar and not run away. Now, all 
of the Muslim men had already taken an oath of 
allegiance to him (saas) which included that they 
would be ready to fight. That was a basic part of 
a man’s accepting Islam. 

The very first oath of allegiance was the one 
which the twelve Muslims of Madinah took to the 
Messenger (saas) at al-’Aqabah before the emigra- 
tion of the Muslims and the Messenger of Allah 
(saas) to Madinah. Six Madinans had accepted 
Islam from the Messenger the year before but 
they had pledged no oath. This oath was later 
known as the Pledge of Allegiance of Women 
because it did not include any mention of fighting 
and because it was the oath later taken from 
women. The form of that oath was not to associ- 
ate any partners with Allah, nor steal nor indulge 
in sex outside of marriage, nor kill one’s children, 
nor slander one’s neighbours, nor disobey the 
Prophet (saas) in any well-recognised virtue. 

The Second Pledge of al-’Aqabah took place the 
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The Pledge of 
Allegiance of Ridwan 


he Muslims thought that ‘Uthman had 

been killed. The Messenger of Allah 

(saas) summoned them to pledge alle- 

giance to him that they would fight 

the kuffar and not run away. Now, all 
of the Muslim men had already taken an oath of 
allegiance to him (saas) which included that they 
would be ready to fight. That was a basic part of 
a man’s accepting Islam. 

The very first oath of allegiance was the one 
which the twelve Muslims of Madinah took to the 
Messenger (saas) at al-’Aqabah before the emigra- 
tion of the Muslims and the Messenger of Allah 
(saas) to Madinah. Six Madinans had accepted 
Islam from the Messenger the year before but 
they had pledged no oath. This oath was later 
known as the Pledge of Allegiance of Women 
because it did not include any mention of fighting 
and because it was the oath later taken from 
women. The form of that oath was not to associ- 
ate any partners with Allah, nor steal nor indulge 
in sex outside of marriage, nor kill one’s children, 
nor slander one’s neighbours, nor disobey the 
Prophet (saas) in any well-recognised virtue. 

The Second Pledge of al-’Aqabah took place the 
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The Clear Victory 


next year. The Prophet (Saas) invited the men to 
pledge allegiance to him on the basis that they 
protect him as they would protect their women 
and children. 

It is still an obligation on every Muslim man 
and woman to pledge allegiance to a Muslim 
Amir. The basic form of allegiance that the Mus- 
lims have used ever since is to say, “I pledge 
allegiance to you and that I will obey you accord- 
ing to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger (Saas) as much as I am able,” and this 
pledge includes jihad. 

So the one thousand and four hundred people 
at Hudaybiyyah had already pledged allegiance to 
fight. Some people used to say about this pledge 
of Ridwan, however, that it was to fight to the E 
death. But most people say that the Prophet FE 
(saas) renewed their pledge to fight, particularly E 
stressing that they must not run away. 

They had come for ‘Umrah unprepared for war. 
Every man in that age always carried a sword 
and possibly a bow and arrows when he went : 
abroad. However, these weapons were not enough E 
for war. War required armour and spears, hel- 
mets and warhorses. 

The men came to the Prophet (saas) and took his 
hand to pledge allegiance. Allah refers to this in 
the Surah revealed about this event of Hudaybiy- 
yah, Surat 48 al-Fath. In ayah 10 He says: 

“Those who pledge allegiance to you, 

pledge allegiance to Allah. 
Allah's hand is over their hands.” 
Those who were at this event always treasured 
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it to the end of their lives. Others referred to 
them as those who had been at The Pledge of 
Ridwan. Ridwan means contentment or good 
pleasure. It was called that because Allah said 
that He is pleased with those people. Allah ta’ala 
later revealed about this tremendous event in 
Surat 48, al-Fath, ayat 18-19: 
“Allah was pleased with the believers 
when they pledged allegiance to you 
under the Tree.” 

And ‘Uthman? The Messenger of Allah (saas) 
himself stood in for ‘Uthman in the pledging of 
allegiance. Anas (ra) said, “When the Messenger 
of Allah (saas) ordered the Pledge of Allegiance of 
Ridwan, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan was the messenger of 
the Messenger of Allah (saas) to the people of 
Makkah. People pledged allegiance. The Prophet 
(saas) said, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan is upon the busi- 
ness of Allah and the business of His Messenger,’ 
and he struck one of his two hands [on behalf of 
‘Uthman] upon the other [on behalf of himself], 
so that the hand of the Messenger of Allah (saas) 
was better for ‘Uthman than their hands (the 
companions) were for themselves.” 

Then later the Messenger (saas) learnt that ‘Uth- 
man had not been killed. 
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next year. The Prophet (saas) invited the men to 

pledge allegiance to him on the basis that they 

protect him as they would protect their women 
and children. 

It is still an obligation on every Muslim man 
and woman to pledge allegiance to a Muslim 
Amir. The basic form of allegiance that the Mus- 
lims have used ever since is to say, “I pledge 
allegiance to you and that I will obey you accord- 
ing to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger (saas) as much as! am able,” and this 
pledge includes jihad. 

So the one thousand and four hundred people 
at Hudaybiyyah had already pledged allegiance to 
fight. Some people used to say about this pledge 
of Ridwan, however, that it was to fight to the 
death. But most people say that the Prophet 
(saas) renewed their pledge to fight, particularly 
stressing that they must not run away. 

They had come for ‘Umrah unprepared for war. 
Every man in that age always carried a sword 
and possibly a bow and arrows when he went 
abroad. However, these weapons were not enough 
for war. War required armour and spears, hel- 
mets and warhorses. 

The men came to the Prophet (saas) and took his 
hand to pledge allegiance. Allah refers to this in 
the Surah revealed about this event of Hudaybiy- 
yah, Surat 48 al-Fath. In ayah 10 He says: 

“Those who pledge allegiance to you, 

pledge allegiance to Allah. 
Allah's hand is over their hands.” 
Those who were at this event always treasured 
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it to the end of their lives. Others referred to 
them as those who had been at The Pledge of 
Ridwan. Ridwan means contentment or good 
pleasure. It was called that because Allah said 
that He is pleased with those people. Allah ta’ala 
later revealed about this tremendous event in 
Surat 48, al-Fath, ayat 18-19: 
“Allah was pleased with the believers 
when they pledged allegiance to you 
under the Tree.” 

And ‘Uthman? The Messenger of Allah (saas) 
himself stood in for ‘Uthman in the pledging of 
allegiance. Anas (ra) said, “When the Messenger 
of Allah (saas) ordered the Pledge of Allegiance of 
Ridwan, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan was the messenger of 
the Messenger of Allah (saas) to the people of 
Makkah. People pledged allegiance. The Prophet 
(saas) said, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan is upon the busi- 
ness of Allah and the business of His Messenger,’ 
and he struck one of his two hands [on behalf of 
‘Uthman] upon the other [on behalf of himself], 
so that the hand of the Messenger of Allah (saas) 
was better for ‘Uthman than their hands (the 
companions) were for themselves.” 

Then later the Messenger (saas) learnt that ‘Uth- 
man had not been killed. 
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The Treaty 


t was at this point the Makkans sent an- 
other messenger to the Muslims, a man 
called Suhayl ibn ‘Amr. We have already met 
him as one of the prisoners of Badr. He had 
been instructed to negotiate peace on condi- 
tion that the Messenger (saas) and his compan- 
ions did not enter Makkah that year. They did 
that because they did not want the Arabs to say 
that the Muslims had successfully forced their 
way into Makkah. 

When the Messenger (sass) saw Suhayl coming 
he is said to have remarked, “The people want to 
make peace seeing that they have sent this man.” 

After much discussion a treaty of peace was 
indeed agreed. All that had to be done was to 
have it written down and witnessed. However, 
‘Umar (ra) was angry. He felt that the Prophet 
(saas) had been too generous to Quraysh and that 
they had taken too many concessions from him. 

‘Umar (ra) went to Abu Bakr (ra) and said, ‘Is he 
not the Messenger of Allah (saas), and are we not 
f Muslims, and are they not those who associate 

others with Allah?” Abu Bakr had to agree, so 
‘Umar continued, “Then why should we agree to 
something that degrades our deen?” 
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Abu Bakr replied, “Stick to what he says fom Or 
witness that he is the Messenger ofA ah. 34 
said, “So do I.” Then he went to the Mes 
(saas) and said the same thing. The Messeng 
Allah (saas) said, “I am the slave of Allg 4 iw 
Messenger. I will not go against His cont Lists 
and He will not make me thé los ‘di ci 

‘Umar (ra) was, after Abu Bakr @ gr 
the companions. ‘Ugbah ibis urs 
Prophet (saas) said, ‘If there were. tox 
after me it would be ‘Umar ibn al-1 Khi atta 

There were a number of fameus:o OnS.w 
a view that ‘Umar held later proved tol GCI rec 
when Qur'an was revealed co his’ 5 vie WwW 

On some very famous occasions he ae ed, 
with the Messenger (sass) and Qur’an was te 
vealed confirming his view. Eek 

An example of that was when the”Messer 
(saas) was.asked to perform the funeral prayer 
the leader of the hypocrites, ‘Abdullah ibn Upayy,= 
and stood up todo so. ‘Umar_op posed itand=~ 
then Allab revealed, “Never pray 
them (the hypocrites)...” (Qur'an € 9: B 

However, on this occasion ‘Umar wealisetie hha’ 
he was wrong. He later saidj “I have not-eéasSed to 
give sadaqah, to fast and pray, and'to free*slayves™ = 
because of what I did that day, out of fear fora.# 

what I had said, when I hoped that (my idea) 7 
would be better.” =" 

The Messenger (sAAs) called for“Ali (ra) to write. 

He dictated to him, “In the name.of Allahythe 

Merciful, the Conipassionate.” Suhayl inter- _ “ 

rupted*and said, “As to Allah, Gwe know. 
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the Merciful and the Compassionate we do not 
know. Write, ‘In Your na All ah.” The Pro- 
oie (saas) told ‘Ali to writ 2 saic ' 


You may carry riders’ weapons, the swords in 
your sheathes. You can not bring in anything 
more.” 

Just then, Suhayl’s son Abu Jandal appeared 
walking in chains. Abu Jandal was a Muslim and 
his father had imprisoned him. Now he had es- 


“Write, ‘This is what Muhamatt tthe Mess enger 0 it 
_ Allah has agreed with Suhayl ibn ‘Amr’.” Suhayl 


sai d, “If! witnessed that you were fra Messenger caped. 
of Allah I would not have fought you. Write your E The companions were very depressed at the 
own name and the name of your father.” : treaty being negotiated because it seemed to give 
ssenger (saas) said to ‘Ali, “Write, ‘This is E everything to Quraysh and nothing to them. 
mm ad ibn ‘Abdullah has agreed with e Suhay]l hit his son in the face and grabbed his 
Amr: they have agreed to lay aside E collar. He said, “Muhammad, the agreement 
ars during which men can be safe E between us was finished before this man came to 
fee on condition that if | you.” 


The Messenger (saas) replied, “You are right.” 
What that meant was that “if anyone comes to 
Muhammad [from the kuffar] without permission 
of his guardian he will return him to them.” Im- 
mediately the Prophet (saas) had to return Abu 
Jandal to the imprisonment of his father. 

Suhayl began to drag his son away to Quraysh. 
Abu Jandal called out at the top of his voice, “Am 
wish I to be returned to Quraysh so that they can take 
ana may do so’. : me away from my deen, O Muslims?” That made 
At this point cats from the tribe of Khuza’ah E the Muslims even more upset. 
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your companions, and stay there three nights. ; “Be patient for they are only idolaters; the blood 
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_stood up and said, “We are in a bond and agree- The Messenger (saas) said, “Abu Jandal, be pa- | 
ment with Muhammad.” Those who were mem- q tient and control yourself. Allah will provide relief 3 
bers of the tribe of Bani Bakr stood and said that : and an escape for you and for the others who are is 
they were in a bond with Quraysh. They added to : helpless. We have made peace with them. We and BI 
the agreement, “You must leave us this year and : they have invoked Allah in our agreement. We fe 
not enter Makkah against our will. Next year we : cannot deal falsely with them.” e 

__ will make way for you and you can enter it with ‘Umar walked along beside Abu Jandal saying, E 
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The Slaughtering of 
the Sacrificial Animals 


he Messenger of Allah (saas) had 

camped just outside the haram, the 

area around Makkah which is sacred 

and in which it is forbidden to fight. He 

used to go inside the haram in order to 
perform the prayer. 

When peace was agreed he told the Muslims to 
sacrifice their animals and shave their heads. 
However, the Muslims were shocked and de- 
pressed because they saw the treaty as a terrible 
humiliation. They had been prevented from per- 
forming the ‘Umrah. The animals ought to have 
been sacrificed in Makkah after the ‘Umrah. 
Shaving the heads is a sign of the completion of 
the ‘Umrah. They had not done the ‘Umrah. They 
could not understand why they should now sac- 
rifice their animals and shave, and so they sat 
motionless. They didn’t want to disobey, but the 
whole event had been too confusing for them. 

The Prophet (sass) went to his tent in dismay. 
He usually selected one of his wives to travel with 
him on expeditions and this time he was travel- 
ling with Umm Salamah (ra). She suggested that 
he himself have his head shaved and sacrifice his 
animals. The Prophet (saas) went to do that. It 
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waslif the Companions woke up all of a sudden. 
They all started to have their heads shaved and 
to set about sacrificing the animals. 

It is permitted for a person undertaking the Hajj 
or ‘Umrah to shave their head or merely cut some 
of their hair. Some Companions shaved and some 
cut their hair. The Messenger (saas) said, “May 
Allah show mercy to those who shaved.” They 
said, “Those who cut as well, Messenger?” Three 
times he repeated what he had said and they 
repeated their question until finally he added, 
“And those who cut.” When they asked him why 


] he had at first only mentioned those who shave, 


he said, “Because they did not doubt.” 

Among the camels which the Prophet (saas) 
brought was one which had belonged to the en- 
emy of Allah, Abu Jahl. It had a silver nose-ring. 
When it was sacrificed it angered the idolaters. 
That is something that Allah loves the Muslims to 
do. Allah finished the surah revealed about this 
event, Surat al-Fath, by saying: 

“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. The 

ones who are with him are severe against 

rejectors and merciful to each other.” 

(Qur'an, Surat al-Fath, ayah 29) 

The companions stayed at Hudaybiyyah for two 
to three weeks. 


Surat al-Fath 


hen they set off to return to Madinah. 

One night on the return journey ‘Umar 

ibn al-Khattab (ra), who was travelling 

with the Messenger of Allah (saas), 

asked him about something, but he did 
not answer him. He asked him again, and again 
he did not answer him. Then he asked him again, 
and again he did not answer him. 

‘Umar said to himself, “May your mother be 
bereaved of you, ‘Umar. Three times you have 
asked the Messenger of Allah (saas) a question 
importunately and he has not answered you at 
all.” 

‘Umar continued, “I got my camel moving until 
when I was out ahead of the people. I feared that 
a piece of Qur’an was being sent down about 
me.” ‘Umar was still afraid because he had disa- 
greed with the Messenger (saas) about the treaty. 
“It was not long before I heard someone calling 
out for me, and I said that I feared that a piece of 
Qur’an had been sent down about me.” 

He continued, “I came to the Messenger of Allah 
(saas) and said, ‘Peace be upon you’ to him, and 
he said, ‘A surah has been sent down to me this 
night that is more beloved to me than everything 
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a to three weeks. “It was not long before I heard someone calling 
B ; out for me, and I said that I feared that a piece of 
| EB Qur’an had been sent down about me.” 
8 : He continued, “I came to the Messenger of Allah 
Is ; (saas) and said, ‘Peace be upon you’ to him, and 
Is he said, ‘A surah has been sent down to me this 
e night that is more beloved to me than everything 
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The Clear Victory 


over which the sun rises.” Then he recited, 
“We have given you a clear victory 
so that Allah may forgive you 
your earlier errors 
and any later ones 
and so that He may complete His blessing 
upon you, 
and guide you on a straight path. 
and so that Allah may help you 
with a mighty help....” 


Surah 48, al-Fath. 
Indeed, no previous victory in Islam was greater 


than this. There had been nothing but battle 
when men met. When the treaty was made and 


fighting was abolished men met together in safety. 
If anyone talked intelligently about the deen peo- 


ple entered Islam. In the two years the treaty 
lasted, more than twice as many people entered 
Islam as had become Muslims in all the years 
before. 

Al-Bara’ said, “As far as we are concerned we 


call the day of Hudaybiyyah and of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of Ridwan the day of the Conquest of 
Makkah.” That was because, when some allies of 
Quraysh broke the treaty and the Prophet (saas) 


marched with a great army of his companions 


and allies on Makkah, they were able to conquer 


Makkah almost without fighting. 


The Prophet (saas) did not know the Unseen and 


he did not know the future except that which 
Allah revealed to him. But he trusted his Lord 


and was able to see that what looked like defeat 


to the Companions was a great victory. 
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hat became of the famous tree 

under which the Prophet (saas) 

sat while he took the pledge of 

allegiance of the Muslims? Tariq 

narrated, “I went out on Hajj, and 
[on the way] passed some people who were offer- 
ing prayers. I asked, ‘Which mosque is this?’ 
They said, ‘This is the tree where the Messenger 
of Allah (saas) took the pledge of allegiance of 
Ridwan’. I went to Sa’id ibn al-Musayyib and told 
him of this. He said, ‘My father told me, and he 
was one of those who pledged allegiance under 
the tree, he (al-Musayyib) said, “When we jour- 
neyed in the following year, we forgot it and could 
not find it”.’ Sa’id said, ‘The companions of 
Muhammad (saas) did not know it and you know 
it! You must be more knowledgeable’.” 

What became of Suhayl ibn ‘Amr? We saw that 
he had been a prisoner at Badr. We saw how 
tough he was in taking his son back as a pris- 
oner. Later at the Conquest of Makkah he was 
one of the few men of Quraysh who actually 
fought against the Muslims. But when defeated 
he did accept Islam with the rest of Quraysh. 

When the Prophet (saas) died, many of Quraysh 
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The Clear Victory . 


thought of abandoning Islam. The man 
as the governor of Makkah, ‘Attab ibn Rea Maas 
so afraid of the Makkans that he hid himself 

Then Suhayl ibn ‘Amr stood up and after givin 
thanks to Allah he mentioned the death of the : 
Messenger of Allah (saas) and said, “That will 
increase Islam in force. If anyone tr 
will cut off his head.” ON eeee es 

The people gave up their thoughts of abandon- 
ing Islam, and ‘Attab was able to resume his 
duties. This is the stand he took which the Mes- 
senger of Allah (saas) meant when he said, “It 
may well be that he will take a stand for which 
you will not blame him.” 

There you see the incredible mercy of Allah 
shown in the life of the Messenger of Allah (saas), 
for even the strongest enemies of Islam came to 
be the strongest of Muslims. The real victory of 
the Messenger of Allah (saas) was that men who 
had hated him came to love him. That is a part of 
the mercy which Allah described when He said: 
“And We only sent you as a mercy to all 
creatures.” 

(Qur'an, Surat al-Anbiya’, ayah 106) 
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